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Haines Gallery proudly presents For Olle, an exhibition of new works by Andy Goldsworthy (b. 1956, Cheshire, UK; lives 
and works in Dumfriesshire, Scotland). Marking our 12th solo exhibition with the celebrated artist, For Olle is dedicated to 
Goldsworthy’s longtime friend and collaborator, Olle Lundberg, whose recent passing informs the exhibition. Bringing together 
a suite of related photographic works and a clay sculpture created for this presentation, the show offers an intimate reflection 
on materiality and memory, loss and renewal. 

Goldsworthy has built an unparalleled reputation for his sculptures, installations, photographs, and films that explore our 
relationship to the natural world. His ephemeral works, a fundamental part of his practice since the late 1970s, are created 
outdoors using the materials and conditions of the site, such as earth, rocks, flowers, and leaves; these works often last only a 
short time before they are altered or erased by natural processes. Made almost daily, their beauty and meaning are bound up 
with the forces that they embody: labor, temporality, impermanence, and cycles of growth, decay, and regeneration.

At the heart of the exhibition are three photographic diptychs from Goldsworthy’s series Fallen Elm (2009–present), document-
ing ephemeral works made in relation to a single, fallen elm tree near the artist’s home in Scotland. Since dying of Dutch elm 
disease and eventually collapsing across a stream nearly two decades ago, this fallen tree has been the slow-changing site 
and subject of many of Goldsworthy’s ephemeral works, exploring its contours and gradual transformation. As he shares in a 
recent interview, “It’s difficult to describe the tree as being dead because it has generated so much life as it has decayed. I like 
to think that the work I have made is also part of the life that it has generated.”

On view for the first time, the Fallen Elm works in For Olle were made in November 2025, in the days following the loss of San 
Francisco architect Olle Lundberg. Each pair of images features delicate yellowed elm leaves and grass stalks that Goldsworthy 
has arranged along the trunk of the fallen elm in various constellations: a line, screen, or starburst.
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Andy Goldsworthy, Elm leaves. Grass stalks. Fallen elm. Calm. For Olle Lundberg. Dumfriesshire, Scotland. 4 November 2025, 2025
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Complementing these photographs is a new sculpture created for the exhibition, comprising a tabletop coated in white clay. 
Natural patterns of cracks and fissures emerge across the surface as it ages and dries over the duration of the exhibition, 
revealing glimpses of the table beneath, and the sculpture’s inherent fragility. Dried clay works are a hallmark of Goldsworthy’s 
practice, each a meditation on the passage of time, and the beauty that can be found in natural processes.

For Olle follows the artist’s critically acclaimed retrospective, Andy Goldsworthy: Fifty Years (2025), organized by the National 
Galleries of Scotland at the Royal Scottish Academy, and coincides with his recent honoring by the Fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco. In July 2026, FOR-SITE brings Goldsworthy’s Red Flags to the Gateway Pavilion at Fort Mason Center for Arts 
& Culture. Timed to coincide with the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, this significant 
installation interrogates our relationship with the land, with notions of territory, and with each other. 

# # #

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Andy Goldsworthy’s works have been exhibited in major sites and museums internationally, including solo exhibitions at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY; Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid, Spain; Royal Scottish 
Academy, Edinburgh, Scotland; and Yorkshire Sculpture Park, UK, as well as permanent works at the deCordova Sculpture 
Park and Museum, Lincoln, MA; de Young Museum, San Francisco, CA; Presidio of San Francisco, CA; National Gallery of 
Art, Washington, DC; Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, MO; Stanford University, CA; and Storm King Art Center, 
Mountainville, NY. He has been the subject of several substantial monographic publications, as well as two feature-length 
documentaries: Rivers and Tides (2002) and Leaning into the Wind (2017).
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